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nergy security is a major objective
of all countries. Some are
proactive and aggressive in this
pursuit, like China; others like India

are slow and procrastinating on major
decisions and allow hope to overtake
realistic assessments. This makes energy
security in the foreseeable future an
uncertain goal for India

Any discussion on energy security

must keep in mind the Indian realities.
‘Though in overall terms of commercial
energy use to GDP we seem among the
most efficient in the world, this hides
disturbing facts. Most farmers, many
poor and urban households, and some
industrial and commercial establishments
are heavily subsidized on electricity -
they either get it free, certainly in most
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cases below the cost of delivery, and
many of them steal electricity. This
amounts to large subsidies which have
made our distribution enterprises, mostly
state electricity boards, suffer huge losses
every year. Generation, transmission

and distribution are dominated by
‘govemment enterprises. Especially in
‘generation and distribution they are
inefficient. Even NTPC, the jewel in

the public sector crown, has a record of
falling short of plan targets for adding
new capacities. In this time of global
‘warming, India’s record on clean coal
technologies is among the worst. While
independent electricity regulatory

bodies at the centre and the states are
over 10 years old, most state regulatory
commissions remain subservient to the

NTPC a jewel in the public sector crown has a record of falling short of client targets.

Hope and Reality

Unlike China, India’s roadmap towards securing energy requirements has
been fraught with more misses than hits. Some measures that could turn
these hopes to reality include mandating energy efficiency

state governments. Coal and gas, our
principal fuels for electricity are in the
non-transparent control of government.
India has a poor record on water
‘management and pricing. Most of our
cities and towns depend on bore wells
for water, consuming large amounts of
electricity, and do litle to recharge the
aquifers. Ground water is the principal
means for irrigation for agriculture, again
consuming large amounts of electricity,
and with no metering, or regulation

on crops produced with that water. At
the very least, we need to know how
much is consumed by agriculture and

be able to ration the supply to fitin with
the ups and downs of demand by other
paying sectors. Here the separation

of agricultural feeders in Gujarat is a
commendable initiative which must be
supported. Excessively low water tariffs
encourage excessive use of water in
urban and rural India.

None of these problems can be speedily
resolved. They are part of electoral
politics. There is no political leadership
o correct them.

Unlike China, the Indian government has
been hesitant, inefficient and relatively
unsuccessful in negotiating and acquiring
overseas energy resources. Clean coal
technologies (supercritical boilers,
carbon sequestration, etc), are absent
resulting in excessive carbon
emissions in relation to the energy
produced. Politics prevents governments
from the radical use of fiscal measures
10 cut the use of high energy using
equipment for individual, commercial
and industrial use.

After the Bush Administration
recognized India as a nuclear power

and nuclear technology and uranium
supplies have resumed. nuclear power is





